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Commonwealth of Independent States

The Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) is a confederation, or alliance, created by
Russia, Ukraine and Byelorussia.

Up to 2005 it consisted of 11 former Soviet Republics: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. Turkmenistan
discontinued permanent membership as of August 26,2005 and is now an associate member.

The creation of CIS signaled the dissolution of the Soviet Union and, according to leaders of
Russia, its purpose was to allow a civilized divorce between the Soviet Republics. However,
many observers have seen the CIS as a tool that would allow Russia to keep its influence over
the post-Soviet states. Since its formation, the member-states of CIS have signed a large
number of documents concerning integration and cooperation on matters of economics,
defence and foreign policy. The CIS is headquartered in Minsk, Belarus. The chairman of the
CIS is known as the executive secretary. All of the CIS's executive secretaries have been from
Belarus or Russia. The current executive secretary is former Russian interior minister, Vladimir
Rushailo.

Initiating the dissolution of the Soviet Union in the autumn of 1991, the leaders of Russia,
Belarus, and Ukraine met on December 8 in the Belovezhskaya Pushcha Natural Reserve,
about 50 km north of Brest in Belarus, and signed an agreement establishing" the CIS. At the
same time they announced that the new confederation would be open to all republics of the
former Soviet Union, as well as other nations sharing the same goals.

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev described this as an illegal and dangerous constitutional
coup, but it soon became clear that the development could not be stopped and on December
21,1991, the leaders of 11 of the 15 constituent republics of the USSR met in Alma-Ata,
Kazakhstan, and signed the charter, thus de facto ratifying the initial CIS treaty. The Soviet
government had already recognized the independence of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania on
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September 6,1991, and the three Baltic nations as well as Georgia refused to join CIS. The CIS
charter stated that all the members were sovereign and independent nations and thereby
effectively abolished the USSR.

The 11 original member-states were Armenia, Azerbaijan,” Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. In December 1993,
Georgia also joined the CIS under somewhat controversial circumstances, following a civil war.

Between 2003 and 2005, the so called «colour revolutions» have been taking place in three
CIS member states — Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan. The official slogan of these
revolutions was the democratization of the society. The new government and political leaders
of these countries has taken a clearly pro-Western stance contrasted to their predecessors.
And now we can see that Ukraine, Georgia and Kyrgyzstan are quietly drifting away from the
CIS.

In that time frame a number of statements have been made by member state officials, casting
doubt on the potential and continued worth of the CIS.

ConpyxectBo HezaBucumbix Nocypapcts (CHIN)

CoppyxecTtBo Hesasmcumbix "ocynapcts (CHIN) — aT0 KOHGbeaepaums, nnm
MeXrocynapcTBeHHoe 06beanHeHne, obpasosaHHoe Benopyccuein, Poccueid n YkpauHoii.

[0 2005 rona oHo coctosano n3 11 6uiBwmx pecnybnuk Cosetckoro Cotosa: ApmeHun,
AsepbainpoxaHa, benopyccun, I'pyaun, KaszaxctaHa, Kupruscrtana, Monnosel, Poccuu,
TapxwuknctaHa, YkpauvHbl 1 Y3bekmctaHa. TypKMEHUCTaH NpekpaTunni noCToOSHHOE YEHCTBO
26 asrycta 2005 roga v ceinyac aBnsieTcs accounmpoBaHHbIM YNIEHOM OpraHu3auunm.
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CospaHne CHIT o3HameHoBano pacnag Cosetckoro Coto3a 1 no cnosam nuaepos Poccuu,
310 6bINO coenaHo ANs «UMBMIN30BAHHOrO pa3soga» mexay pecnybnmkamm CoBeTCcKoro
Coto3a. TeM He MeHee, MHOrve HabnogaTenm cxoasTcs BO MHeHune, 4to CHI™ ctano
WHCTPYMEHTOM, KOTOPbIV no3sonun Poccun BnaTb Ha noctcoBeTckune rocynapcrea. C
MOMEHTa CBOEro co3naHus ctpabl, Bxogswme 8 CHIT, nognucanu orpoMHOE KOMYECTBO
LNOKYMEHTOB OTHOCUTENbHO MHTErpaummn n CoTpyaHNYecTBa B cpepe aKOHOMMKM, 0BOPOHBI 1
BHewHen nonutukn. Wrab-keaptupa CHI™ HaxoanTtcs B MuHcke, Benopyccusi.
MNMpencepnatenem CHI sBnsieTcs MCNONHUTENbHBIA cekpeTapb. Bece ncnonHutenbHble
cekpetapu CHI™ 6binn n3 benopyccum n Poccun. HblHEWHWIA MICNONHUTENbHbIA cekpeTapb
CHIC — 370 6bIBWMIA poccuiickunii MUHUCTP Bnagnmnp Pywaino.

Ocenbio 1991 ropga Havan pacnagatbesa Cosetckuinm Coros, n pykosoantenun Poccun,
Benopyccum n YkpanHbl BCTpeTunuch B 3anosenHunke benosexckas MNywa 8 nekabps 1991
roga, 4to B 50 kKunometpax Ha cesep OT r. bpecta, benopyccus, n nognucanu cornaweHue o
co3paHum CHI. B T0 e camoe BpeMsi OHM 06bSIBMAN, YTO HOBasi KOHGeaepaLums
(06bennHeHne) oTkpbiTa Ans Bcex bbiBwmx pecnybnuk Cosetckoro Cowo3a, a Takxe un ans
OPYrnx Hauum, KOTopble pasfensoT CXOXMe Lenw.

MpeaunaeHT CoBeTtckoro Coto3a Muxaunn MopbayeB onucan BCe 3T0O Kak HeneranbHblii 1
ONacHbIN, HO yAAa4YHbI KOHCTUTYLIMOHHbIV X0, HO BCKOPE CTasno SCHO, YTO OCTAHOBUTb HMYEro
yXxe Henb3s n 21 pekabps 1991 ropa nuaepbl 11 13 15 coBeTckmx pecnybnvk BCTPETUANCH B
Anma-Arte, KazaxcTaH, 1 nognucanu xapTuto o codgaHuto CHIT, Taknum obpas3om ge-pakTo
paTngouumMpoBas nepeoHavanbHoe cornaweHune o cosgaHum CHIT. CoBeTckoe npaBuTenbCTBO
6 ceHTA06psa 1991 ropa yxe npu3Hano He3aBMCUMOCTb DCTOHWW, JlaTBun 1 JInTebl 1 TpU
MpubanTtuiAicknx rocynapcTsa, a Takxe ['py3uns otkasanncb npucoeanHntbcs kK CHI.
Memopanaym o co3ganum CHI™ rnacun, 4to Bce YneHbl 06 beAMHEHUS ABNSIOTCS

CYBEPEHHBIMU N HE3ABMCUMbIMU FOCYAapPCTBAMM, YTO OKOHYaTenbHO paspywmno CCCP.

OavHHapuaTtblo nepBoHavanbHbiMK YneHamu CHI™ 6binn: Apmerus, AsepbainaxaH,
Benopyccus, KasaxctaH, KuprusctaH, Mongosa, Poccus, TagxukuctaH, TypKMEHUCTaH,
YkpavHa n Y3bekuctaH. B1993 rogy k CHIC npucoenmHunacs 'py3nsi npy NnpoTMBOPEYMBbIX
obCcTOsITENBCTBAX Cpady Mocne rpaxaaHCKoN BOMHDI.

C 2003-2005 B Tpex rocypapcteax CHI" — ["py3un, YkpanHe v Kbiprol3cTaHe — Npon3ownm
TaK Ha3blBaeMble « LBETHble peBonounmn». OdmumanbHbIM N03YHIOM 3TUX PeBOOLMIA Bbina
nemokpatmsaumns obuectsa. HoBble NpaBMTeENbLCTBA Y MONUTUYECKME NUAEPDI TUX CTPaH
3aHANM YeTKy Npo3anafHyo NO3UUMIO, OTIMYHYIO OT UX NPEeAWeCcTBEHHNKOB, U CErO4HS Mbl
Habnopnaem, kak YkpawvHa, ['pyausa n Keipructad megneHHo otgansiorcs ot CHI .
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B aT0T nepuon BpemMeHn 6bino coenaHo HeCKObKO 3asiBNIEHU odpuumanbHbIMU
npeactaButTensmm ctpaH — 4yneHoB CHIT, 4To 6pocnno TeHb COMHEHMSI HA BO3MOXHOE
npoaonxeHue cyuwecTtsosaHme CHI .

Questions:

1. What is the CIS?

2. What countries were the founders of the CIS?

3. What countries are in the CIS at the moment?

4. When did Turkmenistan discontinue its permanent membership in the CIS?

5. What was the signal of the creation of CIS?

6. How did Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev describe the creation of the CIS?

7. What were the main purposes of the CIS creation?

8. What leaderships of three CIS member states were overthrown in a series of «colour
revolutions» ?
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9. When did Turkmenistan downgrade its CIS status to an as-. sociate member?

10. When was the dissolution of the Soviet Union initiated?

11. When was the initial CIS treaty ratified?

12. When did the Soviet government recognize the independence of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania?

13. Were Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania the members of the CIS?

14. When did Georgia enter the CIS?
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